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‘Know while I live, no rich er noble Knave, 
Shall walk the World in credit to bis Grave. 
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[ The cafe of Richardfon continued and conclu 
— ded, ] 


T feems the quarrel which gave rife to this harth treat- 
ment arofe partly from fome random threats the Pri- 

foner had given out fome cays before this affair happened ; 
but the: more immediate caufe of it was occafioned by his chreate 
or endeavours to remove an image or efligy from one of his neigh- 
bou.’s door, and it may be fuppoted, he “thought by the fame be- 
ing fixed there his intereft and reputation were injured, which 
was doing what every boneft citizen ought to have done, the ne- 
glected duty of the MAGISTRATE, [who, as was juitly obferved 
by an Honourable Gentleman towards the clofe of the trial, 
“may expect to anfwer for their negligence before the 
Great TRIBUNAL 3” for it muft convince every one who dif- 
arms himfelf of party- prejudice, and takes the liberty to think 
freely on the tranfactions in the late times of confufion and. tu- 
° mult, 
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mult, that it would have greatly tended to the prefervation of 
peace and good order in the Town, had the Magiftrates exert- 
ed the authority which is vefted in them by the government, 
by endeavouring to fupprefs the ridiculous and unlawful practice 
of fixing effiges, &c. at the doors of fuch as were, through the 
influence of a certain Sunto, rendered unpopular, in confequence 
of their not fo readily falling in with their arbitrary and tyrannical 
meafures, which was the caufe of thofe bitter animofities among the 
People, the melancholly effects thereof we have beheld, as it has 
at length ended in the fhedding fo much human blood ;_ but we 
may juftly fuppofe their remaining tame fpectators of thofe vio- 
lent outrages and infults that were Caily offered to individuals of 
almoit. every ftation, who were not of the papular party, muft be 
attributed to moft of them being dependant on the people who 
committed thofe riots ; and of confequence fuch an exertion 
would have injured them iastheir popular reputation and bufi- 
nefs ; therefore it might be thotght imprudent, being contrary 
to their intereft, if it was their duty, to take cognizance of fuch 
eutrages, though committed at noon day, and in their prefence, 


as forne of them certainly were : This inftance of flavith fear ferves: 


to confirm in me an opinion of the neceffity of every Magiftrate’s 
being independant of the people for his fupport at all times, that 
he may difpenfe juftice impartially without fear, favour, or 
affection, but as this has not been the cafe of late years in Boffon 
as well as in other Towns in the Province, it is conjectured 
by fome, they imbibe, inftead of law, the maxims of a certain 
City Star-Chan:her.] 


* 


Arter the King’s Attorney had clofed the Crown evidence 
with great fkill and exaétnefs, the Gentlemen of the Bench took 
a view of the evidence in behalf of the Crown and the Pri- 
fener, which they did with great clearnefs, precifion, and im- 
partiality, and after fumming up the fame, they produced fuch 
pafiages from the beft Authors on law, as exactly corroborated 
with the evidence then given, which muft appear convincing to 
every unprejudiced mind that the Prifoner was not guilty of 
Murder, if he’ was of Manflaughter : And after giving a mott 
pathetick and folemn charge to the Jury, with a recommen- 
dation to them, to act with that impartiality and candour 
on the weighty affsir they were to decide, as became Chrit- 
ftians and fellow-citizens, and had they not fet themfelves up 
as determiners of law, inftead cf what was their duty, an inqui- 
fition into matters of fact, they muft have given in a verdict in 


the Prifoner’s favour ; but perhaps they might adopt the too 
common 
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common maxim,of late, among thofe who have been intrufted with 
affairs of this kind, that vox popu was vox Det; of confequence 
they concluded they muft form fuch a verdict as would be moft 
pleafing to the populace, which they did, and it was fo agreeable 
to the expectations of thofe who were in Court, who call 
themfelves Whigs, that it immediately caufed (what was ne- 
ver heard of in any civilized nation before on fuch an occa- 
fion, and fhould fuch an inftance of barbarity have happened 
among the moft uncultivated people on earth it would have 
been a difgrace to them,) a general fhout and clapping in the 
-Court ; fo elevated were the audience at this unexpected turn in 
their favour, (as it feems it was natural at that time to think of 
nothing but what would ferve the intereft of a party) that they 
rejoiced on the pleafing event, which made it evident that not 
many perfons in Court were prejudiced in favour of the Prifoner. 
It was juftly hinted by a Gentleman of the Bench, that too much 
had been faid, tending to prejudice the minds of the people, from 
among wham a Jury was to be chofen, who were to act on the 
important trials then pending in that Court, even by Gentlemen 
of the Cloth, who at that time concerned themfelves with 
that which was entirely out of their province, matters of 
law, and who fo largely expatiated on the fame, not only 
from the Pulpit, but in converfations with their people ; 
which was received from them with a better grace than from 
private perfons, although they might underftand as little about 
making the proper diftinétion between Murder, Manflaughter, 
or Homicide as their Bell-Ringers ; but however deficient they were 
in properly underftanding affairs of this kind, it argued, in fuch 
as interfered in thofe tranfactions, a great want of that benevolent 
and charitable difpofition of mind that ought to actuate every one 
who makes profeflion of Chriftianity, and Gentlemen of this Or- 
der in a peculiar manner. 


A PARAGRAPH thade its appearance in a certain --fa- 
mous Gazette, a day or two before Richard/on's trial came 
on, tending to intimidate the Gentlemen of the Bench, but 
it had as little effet as could poflibly be expected on Gen- 
tlemen whofe principles it is well known are founded on the 
ftricteft rules of virtue and morality, and who can look down on 
fuch vile Authors with as much contempt as they defpife their 
wicked artifices, . ° 
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Ann it is notorious, that juft before the late trials, a 
pamphlet in particular was publithed by the Printers of faid 
Gazette, which was evidently intended to ferve the purpofes 
of a party, containing a number of very curious depofitions, and 
they muft be thought fo by every one who heard the trials ; 
fome of the perfons therein mentioned depofed, * That not 
twenty perfons were in King-Street at the time of the affray 
there,” when it is as well known by thofe who have read the 
pamphlet, that it contains near one hundred depofitions to the con- 
trary, it was given out in order, if poffible, to fave the credit of the 
‘Town in general: It was not publifhed at that time by their or- 
der; and I am fully convinced it was not diftributed by the con- 
fent of the whole Town, for it is certain that a few of the Sunto 
ruled the Town at that time, as is too much the cafe at pretent ; 
but I arm ‘heartily glad the people begin ‘to fee their error in truft- 
ing too much to thefe popular Leaders,who have for a longtime been 
tecking their own private emolumient at the expence of the people, 
and have almoft plunged the Town, if net the whole Province in 
one general ruin; I truft the time is coming when they will 
appear in their true characters, and become as much deipifed as 
they: have been careffed, which will greatly tend to promote the 
true intereft as well as tranquility of the mifled and injured Pub- 
lick ; that this may be the cafe, muft be the fincere with of every 
friend to the Province. 





